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03	 Located in the  

	 Seychelles, North  

Island is an oasis of calm,  

pristine paradise that promotes 

eco-friendly tourism. Here, the 

essence of luxury is the sheer 

indulgence of abundant space and 

tranquillity. An exclusive luxury 

lodge, with 11 guest villas and a 

health spa, has been exquisitely 

designed to celebrate nature and 

harmony.  To maintain the island’s 

vision sustainability and protection 

of endangered species, each villa 

has been individually handcrafted 

by Seychellois and African 

craftsmen, using materials reaped 

from the rehabilitation process. In 

doing so, particular attention has 

been paid to capturing the spirit of 

North Island, a rare experience in 

unity with the environment.

Contact  T +248 293 100  
www.north-island.com

05	 Cartier  

	 International 

Polo in July is the 

biggest polo day in 

the world! Royalty, 

celebrities and leading 

players combined with 

a 25,000 strong crowd 

make attending this 

event an experience 

you’ll never forget. 

Follow the highs and 

lows of the players  

as they gallop across 

the pitch, ride each 

other off or turn on  

a sixpence in pursuit  

of that all important 

goal. Remember  

to visit the Retail  

Village in between 

matches for a unique 

shopping experience.

Details  27 July   
Guards Club — UK

02	 Just a footstep away from the turquoise waters of the  

	 Arabian Gulf, the Spa and Wellness Centre at Four Seasons 

Hotel Doha offers a menu of signature massage and spa treatments. 

With a broad range of the most exclusive organic spa products, body 

wraps and facials will pamper every spa goer’s body, mind and spirit.  

An ambience of well-being is emphasised with refreshing scents of 

essential oils and the flickering light of home made candles. The Spa’s 

concept is themed around the five elements, which are thoughtfully 

reflected throughout the Spa’s design, cuisine and treatments.  

A special all-around-package is the Five Elements in Harmony with  

the Seasons that promises pure indulgence and takes guests through 

the four seasons. This treatment will surely touch all five senses.

Contact  T +974 494 8282 — www.fourseasons.com/doha

Clay Ketter — Oden Sr., 2007 — Courtesy Bartha Contemporary

04	 Art Chicago at Butler Field is the most important art  

	 fair in the United States. Around 200 galleries attend 

the event, where they exhibit and sell the work of about 3,000 

artists, from famous names to the up-and-coming and unknowns. 

Not all prices are sky high — with prints and smaller drawings on 

offer, you could escape only US$100 or so poorer. However, there  

is still the option to spend a million if you really want to... Sales  

for previous fairs have been known to hit US$60 million, so there’s 

no doubt this show is ultimately about big bucks, but the diversity 

and flexibility of its scope makes it a fascinating insight into the 

contemporary art scene. With exhibitors from a wide variety of 

countries, it can scarcely be accused of being inward-looking.

Details  25—28 April in Chicago, Illinois, USA

01	 Federico Fellini has done  

	 more than any other  

director to make Rome a cinematic icon. 

His 1960 film La Dolce Vita gave us one  

of the greatest sights in movie history 

— the night-time scene in which Anita 

Ekberg climbs into the Trevi Fountain.  

The Trevi is one of the most visited places 

in Rome, so it’s a good idea to go there 

late when the crowds have thinned out 

a bit. Or better still, why not stay in the 

famous Relais Fontana di Trevi Hotel. 

Centrally located in the heart of Rome, 

overlooking Nicola Salvi’s masterpiece  

in Trevi Square, it is moments away  

from the Spanish Steps, the Pantheon, 

the Coliseum, Vatican City and many 

other famous sights. All of the luxurious 

guest rooms and suites are classical in 

style yet with all modern technology 

including high-speed Internet connection 

and wi-fi. Perhaps the best kept secret 

is the magical roof-top garden where 

privileged guests can enjoy early morning 

breakfast overlooking the famed fountain. 

Later in the evening it is the perfect 

setting to relax and sip a Bellini as the 

crowds stir below.

Contact  Mr. Ubertini Gianfranco — 
General Manager — Relais Fontana  
di Trevi, Via del Lavatore, 44 Roma 00187 
T +39 06 6797317 
info@relaisfontanaditrevi.com

01	 Hotel Trevi 
02	 Doha spa
03	 Barefoot luxury 
04	 Art Chicago 
05	 Cartier International Polo	Diary of Events

24 Feb 	 The Oscars Kodak Theatre, Hollywood, USA 

29 Mar 	 Dubai World Cup Nad Al Sheba, Dubai 

30 Mar 	 Monaco & Riviera Marathon Monaco 

25 Apr 	 Art Chicago Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Jul	 Formula 1 Silverstone Northamptonshire, UK

27 Jul	 Cartier International Polo Surrey, UK

Nov 	 World Music Awards Monte Carlo, Monaco

Christie’ s Auctions

26 Mar 	 Fine and Rare Wines Amstedam, Netherlands 

29 Apr 	 Antiquities King Street, London, UK

24 Jun 	 Film Memorabillia Rockefeller Centre, New York, USA

Sotheby’s Auctions

1 Feb 	 Dutch Modernism Amsterdam, Netherlands

15 Apr 	  Russian Art inc. Faberge New York, USA
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The depressing thing about travelling in London is that it just doesn’t feel exciting 

any more. Maybe for sheep, used to being herded about and pushed and prodded 

at every turn, it might at least seem familiar to be shepherded through any of 

London’s airports with security men snapping at your heels like dogs. You may 

dream of the romance of the open road, but the reality of travelling by car in 

England is sitting in traffic queues, breathing in exhaust fumes and eating 

cardboard service station meals. Travelling, as anyone who does it frequently 

knows only too well, is sheer bloody hard work — and as for trains … Well, anyone 

who travels by train knows that it’s an experience to be avoided if you can, and 

hurried through as quickly as possible if you can’t. No-one enjoys it.

But then they reopened St Pancras station in London, and all this received wisdom went out of 

the window. Back in the 60s, of course, the politicians had wanted to pull down the magnificent mock Gothic 

brick building on Marylebone Road, and were only stopped by an alliance of the great, the good and the 

sheer bloody-minded which organised a determined campaign to save it. The architectural historian Nikolaus 

Pevsner was one of the leaders of the revolution back then, and the former poet laureate John Betjeman 

another — and as you sit sipping champagne in the bar alongside the platform and watch as the Eurostar pulls 

noiselessly away to Paris, you should raise a quiet glass to them.

That train, easing so slowly and smoothly on its way that you have to look twice to see that it 

is moving at all, will soon be travelling through the Kent countryside at around 186 mph, and in two and a 

quarter hours will be pulling into Paris Gare du Nord, with not a single spilled cup of coffee. “Next time,” you 

think to yourself with a pang of regret for a missed opportunity, and you walk a few yards down the platform 

to look at Betjeman himself, cast in bronze, gazing up at the great vaulting arcs of the iron and glass train 

shed roof, and clutching his hat to his head to prevent it being blown away. Fittingly, he’s not placed high 

above you on a plinth, but low down, at ground level, where you almost feel you could speak to the old 

boy, if you dared interrupt him as he drank in the details. “Si monumentum requiris, circumspice,” says the 

memorial to the architect Sir Christopher Wren in St Paul’s cathedral — “If you seek his monument, look 

around you,” — and they might say the same about Betjeman in St Pancras.

Standing there in the train shed is the nearest thing you’re likely to get to being outside in the 

fresh air while staying underneath a roof. When I was there, a couple of men were spidering across the sky 

from one beam to the next, silhouetted high up against the sunlight as they finished off the fitting, and looking 

for all the world like tiny distant parachutists frozen there in mid air.




